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Port Access Route Study: In the Approaches to Los Angel es —
Long Beach and in the Santa Barbara Channel .

ACGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Notice of availability of study results.

SUVMARY: The Coast Guard announces the availability of a
Port Access Route Study (PARS) which eval uated the
continued applicability of and the potential need for

nodi fications to the traffic separation schenes in the
approaches to Los Angel es-Long Beach and in the Santa

Bar bara Channel. The study was conpleted in June 2011
This notice sunmari zes the study and final recommendati on.
ADDRESSES: Comments and material received fromthe public,
as well as docunents nentioned in this preanble, as being
avai l able in the docket, are part of docket USCG 2009-0765
and are avail able online by going to
http://ww. regul ati ons. gov, inserting USCG 2009-0765 in the
“Keyword” box, and then clicking “Search.” This nateri al
is also available for inspection or copying at the Docket

Managenment Facility (M 30), U S. Departnent of



Transportation, West Building Gound Fl oor, Room W.2-140,
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590, between 9
a.m and 5 p.m, Mnday through Friday, except Federal
hol i days.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: | f you have questions
concerning this notice, contact Lieutenant Lucas Manci ni,
El eventh Coast Guard District, tel ephone 510-437-3801, e-

mai | Lucas. WManci ni @iscg.ml. |f you have questions on

view ng the docket, contact Renee V. Wight, Program
Manager, Docket Operations, 202-366-9826.

DEFI NI TIONS: The follow ng definitions should help the
reader to understand terns used throughout this docunent:

Marine Environnent, as defined by the Ports and

Wat erways Safety Act, neans the navigable waters of the
United States and the | and resources therein and

t hereunder; the waters and fishery resources of any area
over which the United States asserts exclusive fishery
managenent authority; the seabed and subsoil of the Quter
Continental Shelf of the Unites States, the resources
thereof and the waters superjacent thereto; and the
recreational, econom c, and scenic values of such waters
and resources.

Precautionary area means a routing neasure conprising

an area within defined limts where vessel s nust navigate



with particular caution and within which the direction of
traffic flow may be recommended.

Traffic | ane neans an area within defined limts in

whi ch one-way traffic is established. Natural obstacles,
i ncludi ng those form ng separation zones, may constitute a
boundary.

Traffic Separation Schene or TSS nmeans a routing

nmeasure aimed at the separation of opposing streans of
traffic by appropriate nmeans and by the establishnment of
traffic | anes.

Vessel routing system neans any system of one or nore

routes or routing neasures ained at reducing the risk of
casualties; it includes traffic separation schenes, two-way
routes, recommended tracks, areas to be avoi ded, no
anchoring areas, inshore traffic zones, roundabouts,
precautionary areas, and deep-water routes.
SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORNVATI ON:
Background and Pur pose

The Coast Guard published a notice of study in the
Federal Register on April 7, 2010 (75 FR 17562), entitled
“Port Access Route Study: In the Approaches to Los Angel es
— Long Beach and in the Santa Barbara Channel” and

conpl eted the study in June, 2011.



The study covered the geographic area with a northern
boundary at 34° 30° N, a western boundary at 121° 00° W a
sout hern boundary at 33° 15" N, and an eastern boundary
al ong the shoreline. This area enconpasses the traffic
separation schenes in the Santa Barbara Channel and in the
approaches to Los Angel es-Long Beach; and the approach to
the San Pedro Channel fromthe Pacific Ccean, particularly
the area south of San M guel, Santa Rosa, Santa Cruz, and
Anacapa Islands; and north of San N col as, Santa Barbar a,
and Santa Catalina |Islands where an increase in vessel
traffic has been identified.

The primary purpose of the study was to reconcile the
need for safe access routes with other reasonabl e wat erway
uses, to the extent practical. The goal of the study was
to help reduce the risk of marine casualties and increase
the efficiency of vessel traffic in the study area. When
vessels follow predictable and charted routing nmeasures,
congestion may be reduced, and mariners nmay be better able
to predict where vessel interactions may occur and act
accordi ngly.

Fourteen letters and six studies were received in
response to the published notice of study. The Eleventh
Coast CGuard District also held public neetings in Oxnard

and San Pedro California to allow for comments in person.



These neetings were announced in the Federal Register and
conducted at the Port Huenene Harbor District office on

Oct ober 13, 2010 and the Port of Los Angel es Adm nistration
Bui | di ng, on Cctober 14, 2010.

The recommendati ons of the PARS are based in | arge
part on the comments received to the docket, public
outreach, and consultation with other government agencies.
St udy Reconmendat i ons

The PARS eval uated 4 maj or concerns and 5 separate
options for nodification to the current vessel routing
system before reaching a recommendati on. W consi dered
information presented in various studies and data coll ected
by the U S. Coast Guard and by other stakehol der
organi zati ons on vessel traffic patterns, density, and
ri sks. The actual PARS should be consulted for a detail ed
expl anation of the final recommendation. It can be
accessed as described in the ADDRESSES section of this
noti ce.

Concl usi on

Based upon the results of the PARS, we found unbounded
vessel traffic transiting the waters south of the Channel
| slands to be a safety concern. Wth increased vessel
traffic, the risk of collision needed to be addressed. The

Coast Guard recommends creating traffic | anes south of the



Channel Islands to increase predictability by providing a
defined route for vessel traffic transiting south of the
i slands. The Coast Guard al so recommends decreasing the
wi dth of the separation schene in the Santa Barbara Channel
to help in preserving the marine environnent. The current
separation schene would be reduced from4nmto 3nm noving
t he southern inbound |ane 1Inmtoward the northern | ane, and
reduci ng the separation zone between the |lanes from2nmto
1nm The northern outbound | ane would remain in place.
Decreasing the width of the separation zone and shifting
the southern ane 1nmto the north, will nove vessel
traffic away the Channel 1slands National Marine Sanctuary.
The PARS contai ns recomendati ons which would require
t he approval of the International Maritime O gani zation for
i npl enentation. The Coast Guard will follow the federal
rul emaki ng process for inplenentation of any of the
proposed changes to the traffic separation schene. This
process will also include consultations with the National
Marine Fisheries Service in accordance with the Endangered

Species Act. This will provide anple opportunity for



addi ti onal comments on proposed changes to the existing
vessel routing systemthrough a notice of proposed

rul emaki ng (NPRM published in the federal register.

Dat ed: 13 Cctober 2011

J. R Castillo
Rear Admiral, U S. Coast Quard
Commander, El eventh Coast Guard District
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